7th Grade General Science Syllabus

Northland Preparatory Academy

Ms. Susan Brown

Room 807

 sbrown@northlandprep.org
Course Description: This course is designed to introduce concepts in life, Earth and space sciences setting a foundation for higher grades as well as foster an appreciation and respect for the world around us.  The classes are steeped in hands-on inquiry-based activities. First semester consists of studies in populations of organisms in an ecosystem and studying a changing climate.  Second semester students explore the Earth’s processes and systems and understand the relationship of the Earth and other objects in the solar system. Throughout the year students will continue to improve their understanding and skills related to scientific inquiry, scientific methods and the analysis of data.

General Rules:

1.  Cooperate with your teacher and classmates.

2.  Respect the rights and property of others.

3.  Carry out your student responsibilities.

Student Responsibilities:

1.  Come to class prepared

2.  Keep track of your own books and assignments.

3.  Start your work on time and allow enough time to finish.

4.  Ask for help when you need it.

5.  Do your own work.

6.  Turn your work in on time.

7.  Accept responsibility for grades or other consequences.

8.  Abide by all school handbook policies.

Grading Information:

Grades are based on the student’s cumulative earned points.

90-100%...................A

80-89.9%..................B

70-79.9%..................C

60-69.9%..................D

Below 59.9%............F

Participation, class assignments, projects, tests, and homework are all important in determining your grade.  In order to earn FULL credit, work must be turned in on the assigned due date. 
Class Work Time:

There may be times when individual work is allowed during class time. This time is not social time. It is an expectation that you will work quietly on given assignments. 

Assignments:

Homework is assigned usually 1-2 times per week.  Assignments will be due the following day unless directions are given otherwise.  It is expected that students do their very best and complete each assignment entirely.

Absent Information: 

It is your responsibility to make-up all work and tests. You have one day for every excused absence to make up the daily work for full credit.
Late Work:

Late work will be docked 10% of grade for every day past the due date. 
Cell Phone Policy:

No cell phones in class. Please leave them in your locker or place them in the cell phone bucket on the way into class.
Extra Help:
I am available most days before school, during lunch, and after school.  Please make an appointment with me so that I can plan to be available to assist you.  Your success is important.  If you feel that you don’t understand, are struggling with the material, or just plain lost, COME IN TO GET HELP!!! 
Let’s have a great year!
